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Identification of the applicant
Name of the organisation

Municipality of Kallithea

Registered address (street,
city, country)

Mantzagriotaki 76, 17676 Kallithea – Attica

Telephone / Fax

2132070321-322

Website of the organisation

http://www.kallithea.gr/

Name of the contact person

Vice-mayor C.Sofianidis

Email/Telephone of the
contact person

dhmarxos@kallithea.gr
Kallithea is a Greek municipality, situated in the south surrounding of Athens near
the Faliro coast and covers almost 4.500 sq.km. It has a population of 100.000
citizens, but it is estimated that more than 250.000 people are living, working or
passing by on a daily basis, so it is the most densely populated municipality of
Greece, with 21,192 inhabitants /km².
The Municipality of Kallithea was founded in 1884. It was named ‘Kallithea’
(beautiful view), after the marvelous sea-view provided to its first habitants. The
first house-plans were designed by the famous German architect Ernst Ziller. The
newly founded Municipality of Kallithea decided to adopt Theseus, the most
significant hero of ancient Attica, as its emblem. In the circular intaglio constituting
Kallithea’s logo Theseus is depicted lifting the huge rock, under which his father
Aigeas had hidden his sword and sandals. The association between Kallithea and
Theseus is most probably based on the fact that at the end of his return journey from
Crete, the Athenian hero and his men are thought to have landed at the Tzitzifies
coast.

Short presentation of your
organization (key activities,
experience)

Kallithea hosts (2) two universities: the Panteion University of Social and Political
Sciences and the Harokopeion University, which are providing us with useful
information in many sectors due to their experimental research in areas such as
social and economic studies, smart cities, (IT) technology and sustainable growth.
Additionally, the historical Sivitanidios Public School of Trades and Vocations is
situated in the area.
Finally, we are very proud that we host the Center for Education and Rehabilitation
for the Blind (C.E.R.B.), as well as the Lighthouse for the Blind of Greece.
The city of Kallithea has a variety of Hellenic population groups that settled here
from the early 19th century up to nowadays. Most of them are expatriate - refugees
who settled in Greece from the ancient hellenic coastal areas of the Black Sea
(historic Pontus-Hellenism of Pontus) of Asia Minor and as well as expatriate and
immigrants from ex USSR. These groups have a cultural background that gives
Kallithea a rich cultural life.
Modern Kallithea is facing many challenges besides the economic crisis, such as the
renovation of the coastal front of Faliro in combination with the construction of the
unique Metropolitan Park of Culture and Leisure of Attica that will host the
National Opera and the National Library of Greece, a donation of the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation, (SNFCC) in an area of 170,000m2. A beacon of sustainability

is born out in every aspect of the design – from the Stavros Niarchos Park, which
also functions as a green roof for the National Library and Greek National Opera, to
the canal which provides anti-flooding protection for the site, to the photovoltaic
canopy which produces energy for the needs of the two buildings and contribute to
the goal of zero emissions. The Stavros Niarchos Park, which covers 85% of the
SNFCC site, will be one of the largest spaces in Athens – welcome news and a vital
breath of life to a city with the lowest per capita green space in Europe. The Park is
landscaped with indigenous, drought resistant trees and plants, and its allées of
shade trees will “sink” CO2 emissions.
Description of the project
Action, Measure in the
framework of „Europe for
Citizens” Programme

Town Twinning

Timetable of the project

--------------

Short description of the
project, including its aims

We are interesting to collaborate in the following themes:
 Art and culture

Education and young people,

Citizenship

Social inclusion and welfare

Public services

Sustainable development

Local economic development

Popular music (rock, jazz, world…)

Theatre

Sport and leisure

Sporting facilities / events

Nightlife

History and heritage

Economic activities

New technologies

Sea port (Marina facilities)

Regional products (food – restauration)

Environment and ecology

Universities and higher education
Existing twinnings

Comments from the
applicant

1.Ferrara, Italy
2.Gelendzhik, Russia
3.Haskovo, Bulgaria
4.Prague 5, Czech Republic
5.Sartrouville, France
6.Presnia, Russia

